EXERCISES
PART 9: Salience


 Linguistic features which can increase salience:

Pronoun use: he or she instead of it; who instead of which

Agent: representing subject as actively doing things 

Senser: representing subject as thinking, feeling, sensing

Sayer: representing subject as speaking or communicating

Individualisation: a focus on the individual not the group

Abstraction: concretely imaginable (e.g., deer) rather than highly abstract (e.g., fauna)

Theme: placing subject first in a clause

Nomination: giving the subject a name

Sense image: representing the sights, sounds, smells or tastes a reader would experience if they were in the scene


These exercises accompany part 9 of The Stories We Live By: an online course in ecolinguistics.    

Exercise 1 
What linguistic devices do the Native American sayings below use to give salience to the natural world? 

	2. DATA: Native American Sayings
	 

	The time will soon be here when my grandchild will long for the cry of a loon, the flash of a salmon, the whisper of spruce needles, or the screech of an eagle. But he will not make friends with any of these creatures and when his heart aches with longing, he will curse me. - Chief Dan George, Tsleil-Waututh (1899 - 1981)

	One thing to remember is to talk to the animals. If you do, they will talk back to you. But if you don't talk to the animals, they won't talk back to you, then you won't understand, and when you don't understand you will fear, and when you fear you will destroy the animals, and if you destroy the animals, you will destroy yourself. - Chief Dan George, Tsleil-Waututh (1899 - 1981)

	The life of an Indian is like the wings of the air. That is why you notice the hawk knows how to get his prey. The Indian is like that. The hawk swoops down on its prey, so does the Indian. In his lament he is like an animal. For instance, the coyote is sly, so is the Indian. The eagle is the same. That is why the Indian is always feathered up, he is a relative to the wings of the air. - Black Elk, Oglala Lakota Sioux (1863-1950)

	Every shining pine needle, every sandy shore, every mist in the dark woods, every clear and humming insect is holy in the memory and experience of my people. The perfumed flowers are our sisters, the deer, the horse, the great eagle, these are our brothers. The rocky crests, the juices in the meadows, the body heat of the pony, and the man, all belong to the same family. Chief Seattle

	The old people came literally to love the soil, and they sat or reclined on the ground with a feeling of being close to a mothering power. It was good for the skin to touch the earth, and the old people liked to remove their moccasins and walk with bare feet on the sacred earth. Their tipis were built upon the earth and their altars were made of earth. The birds that flew in the air came to rest upon the earth, and it was the final abiding place of all things that lived and grew. Chief Luther Standing Bear - Teton Sioux, (Born 1868)


 



Exercise 2Visual features which can increase salience:

Photorealism: the subject looks as it would if viewed normally in real life without a camera. 

Focus: the subject is in sharp focus against a soft focus background 

Vectors: lines in a diagram indicate that the subject is performing an action, i.e., is an active agent

Colour differentiation: the colouring of the subject distinguishes it clearly from the background. 

Position: The subject is in the centre of the frame

Shot size: The subject occupies a large area of the frame

Camera angle: a low angle (looking up at the subject) can represent it as powerful. 

Eyeline vectors: If the subject’s eyes look out at the viewer then this demands a relationship with them

Individualisation: the subject appears on its own as an individual rather than in a crowd



What visual features give trees and animals salience in the images below? Can representing them saliently help create a story in viewers’ minds that they are important and worthy of respect?
[image: ]

[image: campulung, countryside, dawn][image: ][image: C:\Users\Arran\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\Dscn1097.jpg][image: ][image: ][image: Ladybug Insect]55

Exercise 3  

Write sentences which describe the scene depicted in the images below, in ways which give salience to animals and plants. Use the linguistic features described on page 1. 
 
	[image: Picture of Tigress on Green Grass Field]
	1.






	[image: Orange Petaled Flower]
	2.
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Exercise 4 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Examine the statements below. They are extracted from a variety of sources, including poetry, nature writing and spiritual texts. Do they give nature salience, and if so, how? 

Conversely, is their attempt at raising the importance of the natural world falling short? If so, describe why and rewrite the example in ways which increase the salience.

	 4: DATA: extracts from various sources
	

	1. In the Craft, we do not believe in the Goddess — we connect with her; through the moon, the stars, the ocean, the earth, through trees, animals, through other human beings, through ourselves. She is here. She is within us all. (Starhawk 2011).

	2. Whatever he was, this bird was beautiful. His new, fresh feathers were lavender and navy, shading to a fine line of black towards the tips of his winds, his eyes bright and watching… After I got to know him, I’d look anew each evening at the cloud of swirling starlings, understanding that each one of them was as Max was. Knowing increased my amazement at their individuality, at the magical coordination of their movement, the singular, transcendent beauty of this turning, sweeping cloud of birds. (Woolfson, 2014, p. 55-56)

	3. The trees that have it in their pent-up buds, To darken nature and be summer woods. (Frost and Lathem 2002)

	4. African elephants, the largest land mammal on earth, are the symbol of the continent. Known for their intelligence, complex communication and close family units, these powerful giants are also the engineers that maintain many of Africa’s diverse habitats. (Born Free Foundation)

	5. Once in my wood I had a face-to-face meeting with a female muntjac deer… We got to about 10 feet from each other and then just stared. I looked into her large eyes and at her humped back and downpointed tail... She looked at my eyes… (Mabey 2008 :21)




Further Reading 

These exercises are based on examples discussed in chapter 9 of Ecolinguistics: language, ecology and the stories we live by (Arran Stibbe, 2015, Routledge). 

Share what you discovered

If you would like to share insights you discovered through these exercises then you can register for the free online course Stories We Live By here: http://storiesweliveby.org.uk/register. You will then have access to discussion groups, pages you can edit, and can apply for a free certificate of completion. 
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Photographs by Alex James (blue bird, meercat, sheep, second image of lion), Megan Shaw (swan), Arran Stibbe (birds in nest, crane), and the rest of the images from Pexels (www.pexels.com)
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