EXERCISES
PART 2: Ideologies



These exercises accompany part 2 of The Stories We Live By: an online course in ecolinguistics.    

Exercise 1
[bookmark: _GoBack]
[image: ]An ideology is a story shared by a particular group in society, and discourses are ways of talking and writing used by the group which convey the ideology. Discuss the texts below, which are examples of Pork Industry discourse from the Pork Industry Handbook (PIH). What ideologies underlie the forms of language used to describe pigs’ health? Do they express care and respect for animals? Or do they work to justify cruel and environmentally damaging factory farming practices?  


	[image: ]1. DATA - PIH 
	 

	Quote 1) Health is the condition of an animal with regard to the performance of its vital functions. The vital functions of the pig are reproduction and growth. They are vital because they are major contributors to the economic sustainability of the pork production enterprise (PIH 2002:140).

	Quote 2) Claw injuries have been shown to be greater on total slats than on partial slats. However, the effect of claw injuries on growth rate appears to be slight (PIH 2002:53). 

	Quote 3) Pigs can be subjected to very high levels of ammonia for a relatively long time with little adverse production effect (PIH 2002:54). 

	Quote 4) [about swine flu] Pigs develop high fevers…exhibit rapid forced breathing…a harsh barking cough…pregnant animals frequently abort. Although pigs appear to be quite ill…death loss is minimal (PIH 2002:141 emphasis added).




Exercise 2

Traditional Japanese nature poets can be seen as a group with a very different ideology about animals from the modern intensive farming industry. Discuss how the examples below represent animals. Are they represented as agents (i.e., doing things in the world), as sensers (thinking, and feeling) or more passively as affected participants (i.e., having something done to them). Does this way of talking about animals encourage us to respect them? And if so what linguistic features achieve this? 


	2. DATA – HAIKU POETRY
	 

	
aoyagi ni / koumori tsutau / yuubaeya
A bat flies / along the rows of green willows / in the evening glow 
(Kikaku in Addiss, Yamamoto and Yamamoto 1992:29)


	
yudachi ya / Kusaba o tsukamu / Mura suzume
Caught in a sudden shower / huddling sparrows / vie to get at the grass leaves (Buson in Miura 1991:45)


	
akatombo / Kare mo yube ga / Suki ja yara 
Red dragon-fly / He’s one too that likes the evening / or so it seems 
(Issa in Mackenzie 1957:65)


	
kago no tori / cho wo urayamu / metsuki kana
the caged bird / envies the butterfly- / just look at its eyes 
(Issa in Addiss, Yamamoto and Yamamoto 1992:56)


	
kirigirisu koe wo karasu na asu mo aki
katydid! / don't get hoarse / tomorrow is autumn too (Issa in Lanuoe 2017)


	hatsu shigure / Saru mo komino wo / Hoshige nari
First winter rain / The monkey also seems to wish / For a little straw cloak (Basho in Suzuki 1970:232)


	no wa kareru / nobasu mono nashi / turu no kubi 
in the withered fields / there’s no need for the crane / to stretch out its neck 
(Shiko in Addiss, Yamamoto and Yamamoto 1992:66)




Exercise 3

The discourse of neoclassical economics has been criticised for representing humans as fundamentally selfish, without any attempt to imagine or encourage a more generous, altruistic side to our character. Economics discourse has also been criticised for the ideology that economic growth is the main goal of society, despite the impact of growth on the environment. Discuss the following examples, which are drawn from activists who promote New Economics. How does this discourse resist traditional economics, and what ideologies does it convey through its language choices? 
  

	1. DATA 
	 

	The social dividend, the internalisation of costs, degrowth, abundance and the gift economy, all take us away from the mentality of struggle, of survival, and therefore of utilitarian efficiency, and towards our true state of gratitude: of reverence for what we have received and of desire to give equally, or better, from our endowment. We wish to leave the world a more beautiful place than we entered it (Eisenstein 2011:434).

	affluenza, n. a painful, contagious, socially transmitted condition of over-load, debt, anxiety and waste resulting from the dogged pursuit of more (de Graaf and Naylor 2005:1).

	I disagree with those environmentalists who say we have to make do with less. In fact, we are going to make do with more: more beauty, more community, more fulfilment, more art, more music, and material objects that are fewer in number but superior in utility and aesthetics (Eisenstein 2011: 28).

	Economic growth hides the poverty it creates through the destruction of nature…A living forest does not contribute to growth, but when trees are cut down and sold as timber, we have growth. Healthy societies and communities do not contribute to growth, but disease creates growth through, for example, the sale of patented medicine. Water…does not create growth. But when Coca-Cola sets up a plant, mines the water and fills plastic bottles with it, the economy grows (Shiva 2013).




Further Reading 

These exercises are based on examples discussed in chapter 2 of Ecolinguistics: language, ecology and the stories we live by (Arran Stibbe, 2015, Routledge). 

Share what you discovered

If you would like to share insights you discovered through these exercises then you can register for the free online course Stories We Live By here: http://storiesweliveby.org.uk/register. You will then have access to discussion groups, pages you can edit, and can apply for a free certificate of completion. 
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